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Jazz, new music and poetry: Summer lineup is full and varied
at Opera House Arts in Stonington
Jul 9, 2024

STONINGTON — July is a busy month at the Stonington Opera House as Opera House Arts presents
a jazz festival, new music by young American composers and a portrait of one of America’s best-
known poets.

Deer Isle Jazz Festival

Gordon Clapp brings his acclaimed portrayal of poet Robert Frost to the Stonington Opera House Friday, July 19 and Satur
COURTESY OF OPERA HOUSE ARTS
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First up is the Deer Isle Jazz Festival Saturday, July 13, and Sunday, July 14, with headliner Arturo
O’Farrill. A Latin jazz pianist, he will be performing on both July 13 and 14 with members of his
Afro-Latin quintet. Born in Mexico with ties to Cuba, O’Farrill’s professional career began with the
Carla Bley Band then continued as a solo performer with a wide spectrum of artists, including
Dizzy Gillespie, Lester Bowie, Wynton Marsalis and Harry Belafonte.

Winner of eight Grammy Awards, O’Farrill is professor of global jazz studies at UCLA, has been
honored as a Steinway Artist for many years, and is a Blue Note Records recording artist.

Saturday’s program features the Arturo O’Farrill Trio, with O’Farrill joined by bassist Carlo Torres
DeRosa and drummer Juan Carlos Polo. On Sunday, percussionist Carlo “Carly” Maldonado and
woodwind player Jasper Dutz will join those three for a program that will explore the pan-Latin
repertoire for which O’Farrill is best known.

Both of O’Farrill’s performances are at 7 p.m. The opening act on July 13 is Big Lazy, New York City’s
gritty instrumental trio that critic Robert Christgau dubbed “the Big Apple crème de la crème.” It
has flourished for more than 20 years, playing its singular brand of guitar noir from the Whitney
Museum of American Art to the Opéra National de Lyon.

The opening act on Sunday, July 14, is Nine8 from George Stevens Academy. Members include Iris
Kimball (trombone and flute), Mattea Black (keys, vibes and vocals), Liam Stearns (tenor sax),
Sayer Bramblett-Williams (drums), Brady Hutchins (bass), Ansel Tenney (keys and vibes), Fred Coit
(trumpet and flugelhorn) and Erik Davis (alto sax). They perform under the direction of Phelan
Gallagher, the music director at George Stevens Academy, where he leads the concert band, jazz
band, honors jazz combo and also teaches music production.

Tickets for the Jazz Festival range from $39 to $59. For more information or to get tickets, visit
operahousearts.org/deer-isle-jazz-festival-2024.

DownEast New Music’s ‘Community’

On Wednesday, July 17, at 7 p.m., the Stonington Opera House will host DownEast New Music, an
organization now in its second season, and its new program titled “Community.”

Tickets are $20 each, while all Hancock County students (K-12) can attend for free (as they can for
all live performances at the Opera House). Please call ahead to reserve.

http://operahousearts.org/deer-isle-jazz-festival-2024
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Dedicated to bringing dynamic performances of chamber music by living composers to Downeast
Maine, DownEastNewMusic’s “Community” celebrates the exciting and diverse body of music by
young American composers (born between 1985 and 1993).

Co-artistic directors Clare Monfredo (cello) and Edward Kass (double bass) will be joined by
Conrad Winslow (composer/pianist), John Diodati (clarinet), MuChen Hsieh (violin) and Nicholas
Tolle (cimbalom).

“Community” is built around the world premiere of Waldoboro-based Winslow’s new work “A
Stony Ground” (2024), written for sextet of clarinet, cimbalom, piano, violin, cello and double bass.
Winslow uses monophonic textures and brings disparate voices together into near unison,
reflecting new civic possibilities and the ways communities come together.

With similar inspiration, Carlos Simon composed “where two or three are gathered…” drawing
from his childhood attending a small church where coming together and holding space for
community meant finding a larger purpose, even when numbers are small, like the intimate violin
and cello duo the piece is scored for. Starting with a meditative character, the mood gradually
transforms into one of jovial energy.

In “Anthozoa” (2018), Gabriella Smith finds community in the ocean, taking inspiration from the
vibrant ecosystem that forms around coral reefs. Using violin, cello, piano and percussion Smith
recreates the soundscape present underwater, giving us an entrancing visit to another world — an
imagined version of a far-off reality.

Visit another imagined reality in new cosmologies by Andean-Irish composer inti figgis-vizueta.
Relying on the improvisatory and interpretive processes in her music, figgis-vizueta asks listeners
to imagine a new history for indigenous people, one free from violence and colonialism. By
imagining a new history for her community, figgis-vizueta gives listeners a chance to think of a
new future as well.

“By bringing together music written by young American composers from across the country, we
look for common ground, shared experiences, and hope as we move forward into the unknown,”
DownEast New Music members said.

Clare Monfredo (cello) grew up in Seal Harbor and has performed as a soloist, chamber musician
and orchestral leader all over the world, collaborating with a diverse array of notable artists.
Monfredo holds a BA in English from Yale University and a master’s from the Rice University
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Shepherd School of Music. She lives in Brooklyn, N.Y., where she is pursuing a Doctorate of Musical
Arts at the CUNY Graduate Center and teaches at Hunter College. She is co-founder and co-artistic
director of DownEast New Music.
Praised as a “master of his instrument,” bassist Edward Kass performs internationally, specializing
in contemporary performance. A graduate of the San Jose Unified Public School system, Kass is
noted for his “phenomenal musicianship” and “terrific precision.” With pianist and music
therapist Renate Rohlfing, Kass co-created “Tell Your Story,” a community-based, creative
engagement project for Spoleto Festival USA to create sonic memoirs preserving the oral history
of the greater Charleston area. Since 2016, he has performed with soprano Nina Guo as Departure
Duo, which performs, commissions and researches music written for soprano and double bass.
The duo released their “exquisitely beautiful” (Avant Music News) debut album, “Immensity Of,” in
2022.

“Robert Frost: This Verse Business”

Emmy winner (“NYPD Blue”) and Tony nominee Gordon Clapp will bring his acclaimed portrayal of
poet Robert Frost to the Stonington Opera House in the one-man show “Robert Frost: This Verse
Business” by playwright A.M. Dolan on Friday, July 19, and Saturday, July 20, with shows at 7 p.m.
both nights. Tickets range from $29 to $49.

“This Verse Business” is described as “an entertaining portrait of the great poet and platform
legend whose public ‘talks’ were hot tickets for nearly half a century and an illuminating glimpse
of the old bard at home, aware of his fame and failures, with poems still to write and ‘promises to
keep.’”

The Stonington performances will feature original direction by Gus Kaikkonen. This special
production at the Stonington Opera House will be the first time “This Verse Business” is
performed in Maine and is made possible by Ray and Judy McCaskey.

Frost was arguably the nation’s first superstar poet, and made sold-out appearances for nearly 50
years to mixed crowds of readers and non-readers alike. In Clapp’s acclaimed portrait, the flinty
old poet shares his verse from memory, along with witty “wild surmises” on art, religion, science,
“radicals” and “conservatives.” Culled from actual recordings and Frost’s writings, the production
reveals in measured glances both the public and private faces of an American icon, and a
beguiling rascal on the platform, whose poems about rural New England became a canvas for
exploring deeper philosophical and social ideas.
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Included in the play are best-known poems such as “Birches,” “Mending Wall,“Stopping by Woods
on a Snowy Evening” and “The Road Not Taken.”

Clapp said that when he performs, he can feel an aura of expectation from certain audience
members, hardcore Frost fans whom he calls “Frost-aceans” (like crustaceans). He doesn’t
attribute this energy to his acting, however.

“They’re addicted to the poetry, and they’re so moved by it,” Clapp said. “I don’t give myself a lot
of credit for that. It’s Frost himself right there.”

Clapp has played Frost more than 130 times at regional theaters and college towns in 10 states.
Clapp’s long career in theater, television and film includes his most recent Broadway
performances as J. Edgar Hoover to Brian Cox’s “LBJ in The Great Society” in 2019 and as Judge
Taylor, opposite Jeff Daniels’ Atticus Finch, in “To Kill a Mockingbird” in 2021. Clapp’s 12-season
portrayal of Detective Greg Medavoy on “NYPD Blue” earned him the Emmy Award for Best
Supporting Actor in a Drama Series in 1998. He has most recently been seen on HBO’s “Mare of
Easttown” and Showtime’s “American Rust.” Clapp lives in Vermont with his wife, Elisabeth
Gordon.

A.M. Dolan (playwright) was raised in Massachusetts in a theater family. “Robert Frost: This Verse
Business” won Best New Play (Kaplan Award) at the Eventide Arts Festival in 2010 and Best
Production at the United Solo Festival in NYC in 2013. His two other plays are “Five Live Poets” and
“Dylan Thomas: In Country Heaven.” He lives in Falmouth with his wife, Zoe Cardon.

Robert Frost received so many honorary degrees (27) that a friend made the commencement
hoods into a quilt. He was the first poet to recite at a presidential inaugural and is the only poet
to have won four Pulitzer Prizes. His great popularity contributed to a new consciousness and
patronage of contemporary poets and writers in the 20th and 21st centuries.

“What began in obscurity is ending in a blaze of publicity,” Frost quipped. Some of Frost’s fame
stemmed from the many entertaining “talks” he gave, often in college towns before mixed crowds
of students, faculty and local citizens. Before reading or “saying” his poems, he would allow
himself “a little say-so” about whatever was on his mind. These general audiences witnessed
some of his broadest thinking and humor.
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Was the platform performer the man? No. He said if someone really wanted to know him, they
should read his complete works. He disliked attempts by critics to categorize him, classifying
himself simply as a poet who “wanted to be understood” and whose ambition was “to lodge a few
poems where they will be hard to get rid of.”


